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PROCEEDINGS &c. 



Agreeably to public notice, published in the newspapers printed 
in this city, and in pursuance of public invitation to that effect, 
signed by a large number of gentlemen of different political septi- 
ments, a public meeting of the citizens of Portland and vicinityj 
convened at the City Hall on the evening of the 15tb August, 1835. 
The Hall being crowded to overflowing, many who came to take a 
part in the proceedings were compelled to leave on account of the 
press. The meeting having been called to order by John Ander- 
,son. Esquire, Gen. John Chandler was chosen Chairmaui and 
Rufus Read, Secretary. Whereupon on motion. 

Voted, That Messrs. Wm. P. Preble, Asa Clapp, John Ander- 
son, Joseph Adams, Nathaniel Mitchell, Phinehas Drinkwater, Levi 
Sawyer, Charles M. Davis, Thomas McLellan, Alexander H. 
Putney, Jedediah Jewett, and Joel Hall, be a committee to take 
the subject, which has given occasion for the calling of this meetingi 
into consideration, and to propose and report to this meeting such 
measures or resolutions, as in their opinion|^it would be proper for 
this meeting to adopt, in order to convey a just expression of the 
sentiments and feelings of the citizens of Portland and its vicinity la 
regard to those proceedings of self-constituted societies and their 
agents at the North, which are creating so much dissatisfaction 
among our brethren at the South. 

The Committee having had the subject committed to them under 
consideration, unanimously reported to the meeting the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were received by the meetbg with 
tokens of the fullest approbation, viz. 

The constitution of the United States it is well known, was the 
result of compromise. The several States were supposed to have 
peculiar, and in some respects conflicUiv^ \u\.ei^%\^ % ^w.^ \xv ^\^^xns^ 



obtain the benefits of a united government the different parts of the! 
Union yielded in a spirit of conciliation something of what was^ 
tliought to be their peculiar interests, and made some sacrifices of 
feeling to effect an object so desirable for all. A course of pros- 
perity for nearly half a century, unexampled in the annals of the 
world, has proved the wisdom and sagacity of that band of patriots, 
who framed and recommended to the adoption of the people this 
great charter of our National liberties and prospeiity. Experience 
has proved, what was then affirmed by the most enlightened men of 
the country, that the interests of different sections, which were sup^ 
posed to be conflicting, were only peculiar ; and that the real in*^' 
terest of every section of the country is directly promoted by the 
prosperity of every other part. No section of the country has found 
either its interest, its power, or its dignity, impaired by any sacri- 
fice, which it was supposed to have made. Among the questions, 
which it wits found most difficult to adjust satisfactorily to all, were 
those growing out of the existence of slavery, which had its princi- 
pal seat in the southern StatCiS. They were however adjusted ; 
and the constitution was ratified. The condition of the slaves in 
the several states was left to the exclusive care of their respective 
legislatures. No power was granted to the general government to 
interfere in any respect with this subject ; and no state had any 
right to interfere with the condition of slaves in any other state. It 
is a subject, which is left to each state, exclusively, to regulate for 
Itself; nor can we interfere with the domestic police of any state 
relating to its slave population, without infringing on its rights of 
self-government. This is the result of the compact, by which we 
became one people, and under which we have become a great 
prosperous, and powerful people. We are bound by the compact • 
and we are satisfied, that it cannot be disturbed in this particular 
either by the direct action of the government and people of the 
United States, or by the officious intermeddling of unauthorized in- 
dividuals and self-erected societies in the non-slave-holding Stales, 
without hazarding the dissolution of the Union. Strongly impress- 
ed with these opinions we have seen with deep concern the subject 
of the immediate emancipation of the slaves agitated in this State, 
and in various other parts of ll\e country, which have no direct in- 

\ 



terest in the question. We have seen societies formed, having for 
their professed object the hastening of this event ; and we have seen 
with feelings of indignation, itinerant, intermeddling foreigners im- 
pertinently obtruding themselves upon our people, and stimulating 
their zeal, and inflaming their passions on this delicate and exciting 
cjuestion. We are fully persuaded that the direct, and immediate 
effect of this agitation is, to excite the passions of the slaves against 
their masters and render them more uneasy and discontented — to 
make the free people of color not only unhappy and dissatisfied 
^ith the laws of the country and the social condition, in which they 
£od themselves placed by the established order of society, but to 
make them repine and murmur at the order of Providence, which 
ly an indelible character has marked them and will forever mark 
them as a peculiar people. These societies and their agents and 
abettorsj however honest or upright their intentions, are, we fear, by 
the system they are pursuing, preparing the way for all the horrors 
of servile insurrection and civil war — a war, which, if it once com- 
mence and become general in that part of the country, where the 
colored race most abounds, can hardly be expected to terminate, 
; but by the entire subjugation or the nearly entire extirpation of the. 
I colored population. 

i In expressing these opinions, however, we would not be considier-- 
] ed as approving slavery. We believe it not only morally wrong, 
H but that in a political and economical point of view it is injurious to 
(the country. But it was established, and had struck deep root into 
) the institutions of the country, before we were an independent peo- 
(pie. It was forced upon us by the mother country. It has grown 
up with the country, and is now so incorporated and interwoven 
with the social condition of a large part of the country, that it is 
impossible to eradicate it at once without producing evils, which 
cannot be contemplated but with dismay. In the mean time the 
system of agitation endangers the peace of the country, and renders 
the condition of the slave worse, by making it necessary to guard 
against the danger of servile insurrection by more severt laws, and 
a more rigorous police. — Emancipation must be the gradual work 
of time. Since the people of this country have exercised the pow- 
ers of self-government, free from the couUo\ o^ 0\^^^'^x\v^\^^^^ 



sphere of slavery has been regularly and constantly conlracted b> 
the opcraiion of naiuial causes. It will continue to be so, if^ihi 
subject is uot unreasomblj and injudiciously agitated. But ihi 
work of abolition must be left to the States, as it has been hereto 
fore, where (he slaves are found. The uncalled-for interference o 
llie non-slave-holding SlateSj can do no good. For thera, it is (lii 
part of wisdom, as it is of social duty, to abstain from agitating thi 
dangerous and delicate subject, and leave those to find a reraedi 
for the evil, among whom it exists. 

Therefore, in the opinion of the citizens of Pordand and vicinity 
here assembled, and in accordance, ns Oiey believe, with the senti- 
ments on this subject, of ilie people of this State — 

Resolved, That the union of the States is the cornerstone of tha 
" Model of Government" whose harmonious and he althfu Taction 
the admiration and hope of the friends of freedom throughout thi 
world ; and whose benign and vivifying power has developed thf 
energies of the American People, and elevated our country to th( 
distinguished rank, it already holds, among the civilized nations 
the earth. 

Resohed, That the Union must be preserved ; and thai the prin- 
ciples and spirit of the fundamental compact, which constitutes the 
people of our happy country one people, must he maintained holy 
and inviolate, as the ark of our political salvation. 

Resohed, That it is the bounden duly of good citizens of everj 
State carefully and scrupulously to avoid all interference and at 
tempts to iolerfere, and all manifestations of any intention or~wisl 
to interfere, with the peculiar interests, concerns, laws, and doraei 
■ tic policy of every other State in the Union ; and that ull such acl 
of interference, when tliey tend to disturb the quiet, to alienate thi 
feelings, to provoke the jealousies, or to jeopardise the safety of the 
citizens of States, made unwilling subjects of such officious inter- 
meddling, deserve and ought to receive the reprobation of every 
friend of his country. 

Resolved, That while we feel the full value of thatjindividiial, 
personal and political liberty, which was purchased by the blood ofl 
our ancestors, and by them transmitted, as a precious inheritance,! 



f ) us their children, and while we would respect those feelings of 

liilanthropy, and that misguided zeal in the cause of humanity and 

'. 'Onevolence, which we trust first called into existence our northern 

h )lition societies, we do regard them as mischievous in their prac- 

cal operation, injurious to the well being of those, whose cause 

ley profess to plead, and tending directly to the dissolution of the 

.'uion. And we do here, injustice to our own feelings and prin- 

loles, and to our fellow citizens of the south, enter our solemn pro- 

'^1 against their inflammatory and incendiary proceedings. 

ResoUed^ That the practice, resorted to by some of the officers 
n<i members of Abolition Societies, of loading the U. S. Mail 
vi- h incendiary pamphlets, newspapers and publications on the sub- 
^^ct of slavery, and attempting through that channel to distribute 

nd circulate them among the blacks in the slave-holding States, is 
^o ala.niiii*;; p<'i» v .-iv i: mi J <btjse of that invaluable medium of 

o*'imirnio8tign but»vet:i! tl»e pijoplf of the different sections of our 
jcjiutry : fi: i' has iwi ii'iiii-M^inn. .^n-l direct tendency to lead the 

. .pie ••* ilic >/ol '>;.: ;»z Sf::i.:. -o regard the very channels of 

• Mmunication and facilities of intercourse, not as blessings to be 
n rrished, but as evils to be dreaded, — as assailable points of the 
if del, open to the attacks of the enemy ; and thus to compel them 
n self-defence, to erect an effectual barrier against all such insi- 
i us movements, by dissolving the Union. 

Resolved^ That we view with regret and alarm, all attempts, 

oming from any quarter whatever, tending to disturb the peace 

ijcl harmony of our common country ; and we hold it to be the 

ti'y of every patriot to " frown upon tho first dawning of every 

■ jmpt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to 

• eeble the sacred ties, which now bind together the various parts." 

Resolved, That in common with our fellow citizens, as we be- 

»e, in every part of our country, we regard the existence of 

.^ery, wherever it may be found, as a moral and political evil ; 

I.I we earnestly hope that the time is not far distant, when in every 

/ion and kingdom under heaven, man shall be found in the full 

• session and enjoyment of his natural awd v\v\^\v^\^'^\'^\v^^^s»^ -^x 

c- same time it must be remembeted X\v^X ^v^^^-^ ^ ^^ ^-^w. "^^'^"^ '^*-- 



ists in the United States, is an evil ptitailed upon iis by tbJ 
country, against tlie wishes and in opposition to the sUenm 
repeated efibrts of our forefathers, as the Legishti< 
several colonies prohibiting the traffic in slaves, vetoed by^ 
the crown, abundaotly prove. 

Resolved, That the amelioration of the condition of tho ^ 
and the 6nal abolition of slavery in the United States are i'iSj«! 
for the exclusive deliberation and action of the people, and ti'i^hk 
tures of the slave-holding States; and whenw^ tabe ijito cu;i::ijc! 
atlon the known sense of right and justice, and the ^enetu^a. m 
chivalrous feelings of our brethren of the South, we cana.'i iinil 
that slavery and its concomitant evils will continue to receiv'- I'Ai 
them all the attention, which their importance demands; .mil (bi 
in due time, and as fast as circumstances will admit ; an. Vi 
way and manner, their experience, better information, a >" nvi 
judgment may dictate — slavery shall gradually dlsapjiear i, ... m 
country, and that only stain upon our national escutcheon In v ^ 
away. Jj 

The foregoing resolutions having been discussed and coi i ■ i« 
Tooted, (no one dissenting therefrom) to accept and adopt ti-L - —k 
as conveying a just expression of the views and sentiment f olB 
meeting. 

Voted, That Messrs. Hezekiah Winslow, Eleazer Wyer, So' 
mon Adams, Thomas Hammond, William Cutter, Levi ^av.-y>.' 
Lemuel Gooding, John Nash, Seth Bird, James Rackteff, ?.'ntb«v 
iel Crockett, and Josiah Dow, being one from each religious ioriuj 
in the city, be a committee to request the several parish coi(ii.;.ite'| 
not to permit any person to deliver Lectures on the subject of tl| 
abolition of slavery in the Southern States, in their rL'<t>ecu, 
Meeting Houses. ^ I 

Voted, That five thousand copies of the preamble, re'<oiuti<: 
and proceedings of this meeting thereon, signed by the '-navrni 
and Secretary, be printed for distribution. 

JOHN CHANDLER, CAar .w.t. 
Rvrva Heap, jSecrelary. 
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